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Ye 15 of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same 
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.— Acts 1: 11. 


No. 18, Vol. LIII. Monday, May 4, 1891. | Price One Penny. 


JOSEPH SMITH A TRUE PROPHET. 


v. 
CHRIST'S SECOND .. 
Some have thought that Joseph Smith was an enthusiast or a religious 
fanatic, and that his prophetic utterances were the result of his impulsive 
nature or visionary mind. But such was not the case. When he was 
under the influence of the Spirit of God his mind was perfectly calm and 
collected, and his countenance beamed with heavenly intelligence. 

While some of his contemporaries allowed their zeal and enthusiasm 
to lead them into erroneous expectations, he would reason with them 
calmly and endeavor to balance their minds. To illustrate this I will 
relate an incident that transpired shortly before he suffered martyrdom. 
A man by the name of Miller, the founder of the sect known as Millerites, 
was preaching to the people in the eastern states in 1844, that the Savior 
would make His appearance that year. This caused considerable excite- 
ment at the time, and a number of people were quite alarmed about it. 
Joseph Smith, hearing of these predictions, declared that they would not 
be fulfilled, and said: 

I will take the res ibility u myself rophesy in the name of 
the Lord, thet Obrist will not year, Miller 
esied, and I also prophesy that Christ will not come in forty years; and 
if God ever spoke by mouth, he will not come in that length of time. 
Brethren, when you go home, write this down that it may be remembered. 

More than forty years have passed since 1844; hence here we again have 
Joseph proven to be a true Prophet, while Father Miller missed it very 


THE THREE WITNESSES. 
When Joseph Smith was translating the — Mormon, with Oliver 
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Cowdery as scribe, the following words of Moroni, directed to the trans- 
lator, were rendered as follows in the translation: 


Behold ye may be r that ye may show the plates unto those 
who shall assist to bring forth this work [meaning the k of Mormon]. 
And unto three shall they be shown by the power of God; wherefore they 
shall know of a — 1 that these things are true. And in the mouth of 
three witnesses shall these things be established, and the testimony of 
three and this work * * sdkhall stand as a testimony against the 
world at the last day.—(Ether v: 2 4. )))) 

Here is a positive promise that the plates of the Book of Mormon should 
be shown to three by the power of God.“ I will now read the testimony 
of three men who, as soon as this promise was made known, desired of 
the Lord to be chosen as these three special witnesses, and their desires 
being granted, they prepared and signed the following: 


The Testimony of Three Witnesses.—Be it known unto all nations, 
kindreds, tongues and people unto whom this work shall come, that we, 
through the grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, have 
seen the plates which contain this record—which is the record of the 
people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their brethren, and also of 
the people of Jared, who came from the tower of which hath been spoken; 
and we also know that they have been translated by the gift and power 
of God, for His voice hath declared it unto us; wherefore we know of a 
surety that the work is true. And we also testify that we have seen the 
engravings which are upon the plates, and they have been shown unto us 
by the power of God, and not of man; and we declare with words of 
soberness, that an angel of God came down from heaven, and he brought 
and laid before our eyes, that we beheld and saw the ye and the en- 
gravings thereon; and we know that it is by the grace of the Father, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, that we beheld and bear record that these 
things are true; and it is marvelous in our eyes, nevertheless, the voice 
of the Lord commanded us that we should bear record of it: wherefore, 
to be obedient unto the commandments of God, we bear testimony of 
these things. And we know that if we are faithful in Christ, we shall 
rid our garments of the blood of all men, and be found spotless before the 
judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell with Him eternally in the heav- 
ens. And the honor be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost, which is one God. Amen. | OLIVER COWDERT, 

| Davip WHITMER, 
Martin Harris. 


This is plain, strong testimony. Joseph Smith or any other man could 
easily enough have made a promise like the one made in the fifth chapter 
of Ether, but he could not have called down an angel from heaven, nor 


caused the voice of God to be heard, in order to have the promise ful- 


filled. The Lord only could fulfil this prediction, and He did it in His 
own way, time and place. But, says the skeptic, “the three witnesses 
subsequently left the Church and deserted Joseph Smith.” Yes, that is 
true, and this is what makes their testimony of ten-fold more weight. If 
their testimonies were not true, if any fraud or deception had been prac- 
ticed in regard to the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, they would un- 
doubtedly have exposed the same as soon as the break occurred between 
Joseph Smith and themselves. But the facts are these: They always 
remained true to their testimony, even in their darkest hours. “Then 
why did they leave the Church?” They fell into transgression; they | 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

4 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 275 


sinned against God, and had to be dealt with the same as other trans- 
gressors; for although a man may have seen angels and had glorious 
visions, etc., that gives him no license to sin any more than those less 


favored. 1 

We will now briefly allude to the individual witnesses: Oliver Cowdery, 
after his excommunication in Far West, April 11, 1838, engaged in law 
business and practiced for some years as a lawyer in Michigan, but he 
never denied the truth of the Book of Mormon. On the contrary, he 
seems to have used every opportunity he had to bear testimony of its 
divine origin. While in Michigan, a gentleman, on a certain occasion, 
addressed him as follows: Mr. Cowdery, I see your name attached to 
this book. If you believe it to be true, why are you in Michigan?” The 
gentleman then read the names of the Three Witnesses and asked: “ Mr. 
Cowdery, do you believe this book?” No, sir, was the reply. Very 
well,“ continued the gentleman, “but your name is attached it, and you 
declare here (pointing to the book) that you saw an angel, and also the 
plates from which the book purports to be translated; and now you say 
you don’t believe it. Which time did you tell the truth?’ Oliver Cowdery 
replied with emphasis, My name is attached to that book, and what I 
there have said is true. I did see this; I know I saw it, and faith has 
nothing to do with it, as a perfect knowledge has swallowed up the faith 
which I had in the work, knowing, as I do, that it is true.” 

At a special conference held at Kanesville, Iowa, October 21, 1848, 
Oliver Cowdery was present and made the following remarks: 


Friends and Brethren:—My name is Cowdery, Oliver Cowdery. In the 
early history of this Church I stood identified with her, and one in her 
councils. True it is that the gifts and callings of God are without repent- 
ance; not because I was better than the rest of mankind was I called; 
but to fulfil the purposes of God, He called me to a high and holy calling. 

I wrote, with my own pen, the entire Book of Mormon (save a few 

) as it fell from the lips of the Prophet Joseph Smith, as he transla- 
ted it by the gift and power of God, by the means of the Urim and Thum- 
mim, or, as it is called by that book, holy interpreters.” I beheld with 
my eyes, and handled with my hands, the gold plates from which it was 
transcribed. I also saw with my eyes and handled with my hands the 
“holy interpreters.” That book is true. —— did not write it; 
Mr. Spaalding did not write it; I wrote it myself as it fell from the lips 
of the Prophet. It contains the Everlasting Gospel, and came forth to 
the children of men in fulfilment of the revelations of John, where he 
says he saw an angel come with the Everlasting Gospel to preach to every 
nation, kindred, tongue and . It contains principles of salvation; 
and if you, my hearers, will walk by its light, and obey its pies Fos 
will be saved with an everlasting salvation in the kingdom of God on 
high. Brother Hyde has just said that it is very important that we keep 
and walk in the true channel, in order to avoid the sand-bars. This is 
true. The channel is here. The holy Priesthood is here. | 

I was present with Joseph when an holy angel from God came down 
from heaven and conferred on us, or restored, the lesser or Aaronic 
Priesthood, and said to us, at the same time, that it should remain upon 
the earth while the earth stands. 

I was also present with Joseph when the higher ‘or Melchisedec Priest- 
hood was conferred holy angels from on high. This Priesthood we 


then conferred on each other, by the will and commandment of God. 
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This Priesthood, as was then declared, is also to remain upon the earth 
until the last remnant of time. This holy Priesth or authority, we 
then conferred upon many, and is just as good and valid as though God 
done it in person. 
I laid my hands upon that man —yes, I laid my right hand upon his 
head (pointing to Brother Hyde), and I conferred upon him this Priest- 
hood, and he holds that Priesthood now. He was also called through me, 
by the prayer of faith, an Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Soon afterwards Oliver Cowdery was re-baptized, but while making 
preparations to come to Utah, he was suddenly stricken with death in 
Richmond, Missouri, March 3, 1850. Elder Phineas H. Young, who was 
present when he died, testifies: bed | 

His last moments were spent in bearing his testimony of the truth of 
the Gospel revealed through J 7 Smith, and the power of the holy 
Priesthood which he had received through his administration. 


David Whitmer, who died in Richmond, Missouri, Jan 25, 1888, was 
also true to his testimony until the last, although he never united himself 
with the Church after his excommunication in 1838. During the last 
few years of his life he was frequently visited by representatives of the 
press and many others, to whom he would always bear strong and faith- 
ful testimonies of the divinity of the Book of Mormon. : 

On one occasion, when the report reached him that he was accused by 
a certain party of having denied his former testimony, he wrote the fol- 
lowing, which was published in the Richmond (Missouri) Conservator of 
March 26, 18811 


Unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and people, unto whom these 
presents shall come: | 

It having been represented by one John Murphy, of Polo, Caldwell 
County, Missouri, that I, in a conversation with him last summer, denied 
my testimony as one of the Three Witnesses of the Book of Mormon; 

o the end, therefore, that he may understand me now, if he did not | 
then; and that the world may know the truth, I wish now, standing as 
it were in the very sunset of life and in the fear of God, once for all to 
make this public statement: 

That I have never at any time denied that testimony or any part 
thereof, which has so long since been published with that book, as one of 
the Three Witnesses. Those who know me best, well know that I have 
always adhered to that 2 And that no man may be misled or 
doubt my present views in regard to the same, I do again affirm the truth 
of all my statements as then made and published. 3 

“He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear,” it was no delusion; what 
is written is written, and he that readeth let him understand. * 

In the . of Christ, who hath said: Follow thou me, for I am the 
life, the light and the way,” I submit this statement to the world; God in 
whom I trust being my judge as to the sincerity of my motives and the 
faith and hope that is in me of eternal life. ie : 

My sincere desire is that the world may be benefited by this plain and 


simple statement of the truth. : 
And all the honor to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, which is 
one God. Amen. Davin WHITMER, Sen. 


Richmond, Missouri, March 19, 1881. 
Three days before his death, Mr. Whitmer called his family and some 
friends to his bedside, and ‘addressing himself to the attending physician, 
said: Dr. Buchanan, I want you to say whether or not I am in my 
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right mind, before I give my dying testimony.” The doctor answered: 
“Yes, you are in your right mind, for I have just had a conversation 
with you.” He then addressed himself to all around his bedside in these 
words: “Now you must all be faithful in Christ. I want to say to you 
all, the Bible and the record of the Nephites (Book of Mormon) is true, so 
you can say that you have heard me bear my testimony on my deathbed. 
All be faithful in Christ, and your reward will be according to your 
works. God bless you all. My trust is in Christ forever, worlds without 
end. Amen.“ 8 

Martin Harris also absented himself from the Church for many years, 
but was always true to his testimony in regard to the Book of Mormon. 
He finally emigrated to Utah, arriving in Salt Lake City August 30, 1870, 
in care of Elder Edward Stevenson. He located in Smithfield, Cache 
County, and later in Clarkston, where he died July 10, 1875, being nearly 
ninety-three years of age. | + 

A few hours before his death, when prostrated with great weakness, 

Bishop Simon Smith came into his room; Martin Harris stretched forth 
his hands to salute him and said, “ Bishop, Iam going.” The Bishop told 
him that he had something of importance to tell him in relation to the 
Book of Mormon, which was to be published in the Spanish language, by 
the request of Indians in Central America. Upon hearing this, Martin 
Harris brightened up, his pulsation improved, and, although very weak, 
he began to talk as he formerly had done previous to his sickness. He 
conversed for about two hours, and it seemed that the mere mention of 
the Book of Mormon put new life into him. 

It will also be remembered that Martin Harris, soon after his arrival in 
Utah, spoke to a large congregation of Saints and strangers in the Taber- 
nacle in Salt Lake City, where he bore a faithful testimony to the truth 
of the Book of Mormon. | 

Also the eight witnesses, whose testimony is published in the Book of 
Mormon after the testimony of the three witnesses, remained true to their 
testimonies until the last; they are all dead now. 

[Tro BE CONTINUED. } 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS IN MEXICO. 


In an article giving a description of a trip through Mexico, the corres- 
pondent of the New York Globe thus refers to the settlement of Latter- 
day Saints in Chihuahua: | 

Early in the afternoon the “ Mormon” colony of Diaz was reached. It 
was established in 1883, and is situated some distance from the Corralitos 
River, on what may be called the second bottom. The soil, like that of 
the entire valley, is as fertile as Mississippi bottom land. It seems as 
though a miracle had been wrought when witnessing the extraordinary 
progress and change the Latter-day Saints have effected in so short a 
time in this wilderness. Comfortable and neat cottages of adobe, shingle 
roofed; windmills to raise water for consumption and irrigation, huge 
barns, stacks of hay, cribs of corn, orchards, vineyards and well enclosed 
and highly cultivated fields, have replaced the sacate, mesquite and chap- 
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arral that less than eight years ago covered this mesa, affording lurking 
places and lairs for wild beasts. 

In fact, history is repeating itself, for the “Mormons” are doing at 
Diaz what they accomplished at Sait Lake—converting the wilderness 
into a blooming and productive garden. Diaz, however, does not entirely 
depend upon wells for irrigation, for the Saints have conveyed the waters 
of a large spring that bursts out of a neighboring mountain range in a 
well conducted aceguia madre of several miles in length to their lands, so 
that they now ss a water supply sufficient for a population twent 
times greater than it is at ot. In fact, the above figures are aoe 
figuratively, for I will amend it by saying that the water supply is suffi- 
cient for the purposes of all future colonies. 7 | 
Another circumstance made an impression upon me, and that was the 
range which agriculture possesses here. The potato does well, as do also 
all other esculents and food plants common to the Eastern States. All of 
the fruits of the temperate zone also flourish, and the mission grape grows 
here to perfection. The “Mormons” at Diaz have made a success in the 
cultivation of sorghum cane, and manufacture from it excellent sugar as 
well as syrup. The sugar beet also grows here to perfection, and may in 
time | to another important industry in this valley. The Latter-da 
Saints have also succeeded most admirably in bee culture, and hund 
of thrifty and well filled bee hives testify to the good conditions that 
exist for this particular industry. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


On April 23, a magazine containing 250 tons of powder exploded at Rome, killing 
several persons and wounding over a hundred others. 

More than fifty messages, at the rate of ten francs for three minutes’ conversation, are 
now transmitted daily by the Paris-London telephone. 


There has. been further fighting between the British troops and the insurgents at 
Manipur, India, resulting in the defeat of the rebels, with heavy losses. 

The census returns received in Northamptonshire show that in the agricultural dis- 
tricts the population has decreased in the last decade ten to forty per cent. 


On April 21, at Birmingham, Mr. Chamberlain pointed out the fact that of the work- 
ing classes in England, one-half of those who reach sixty years of age have to go on the 
poor law for subsistence. 

At Walla Walla, Washington, U.S.A., on April 25, 150 soldiers attacked the jail, and 
killed a man who was under arrest for killing a soldier. The prison guards fired on the 
soldiers, killing several of them. | | 

From the completed returns of the Wesleyan Methodism census, which are made 
public, it appears that the membership in Great Britain is 424,303; on trial for member- 
ship 28,095, and young persons in junior classes 62,416. 

On April 25, Count Hellmuth Von Moltke, chief marshal of the German army, and 
the leading military strategist of the age, died at his house in Berlin, the illness which 
resulted in his death having lasted but a few minutes. He was born Oct. 26, 1800. 

Fifty-three arrests have been made in New York, in connection with the murder of a 
woman named Carrie Brown, whose body was mangled in the same way as Jack the 
Ripper’s” victims in London. There is no assurance yet that the guilty party has been 

News from the civil war in Chili, under date of April 25, gives an account of a battle 
in which the government forces were defeated with a loss of 500 wen. The insurgents 
lost 800. A warship in the hands of the insurgents had been blown up by the govern- 
ment torpedoes, and 500 of those on board killed. 
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The German Emperor is to arrive at Buckingham Palace, London, on June 29, and on 
July 4 he is to pay a visit to his grandmether, Queen Victoria, at Windsor Castle. 

The epidemic of influenza has extended to the west of England, and a large propor- 
tion of the people are attacked. The number of deaths from this cause is, however, 
comparatively small. 

At Sioux Falls, South Dakota, U.S. A., the trial of an 1 chief known as Plenty 
Horses,“ for killing Lieut. Casey, ended on April 30. The Indian was charged with 
murder, the defense being that, as a state of war existed, the killing was not murder. 
The jury failed to agree. 

A discovery of Roman remains just made in Lincoln, while laying a new water main, 
has brought to light the bases of three Doric columns, in an admirable state of preserva- 
tion. They were part of a magnificent structure extending a length of 160 feet, with a 
colonnade of eleven columns, the others having been unearthed in May, 1878. 


A Chinese woman, afflicted with leprosy, has been ordered by the San Francisco board 
of health to be sent to Salt Lake City, whence it is asserted she came to San Francisco. 
This is denied, however, and if the claim of the board of health is not conclusively 
proven, the municipal officers of Salt Lake will not permit the woman te be sent there. 


At an inquest held over the body of Mrs. Maria Spencer, at Poplar, England, on 
April 23, the jury returned a verdict of death from natural causes. The deceased had 
suffered great poverty, and at one time was an inmate of a workhouse. She became 
heir to a fortune of £200,000, — 
condition brought on heart disease. 3 


A company of English capitalists have entered into a contract with the 8 Falls 
commissioners, by which they are to utilize the power of the falls to generate electricity. 
They expect to secure enough power to furnish electricity for lighting all the towns 
within a radius of 150 miles. They have deposited $20,000, which is to be forfeited if 
the work is not started by March, 1892. 


An Arctic expedition will start from St. John’s Land, on Whale Sound, at the end of 
May. It will be in charge of Lieutenant Peary, United States Navy, whose duty will 
be, in conjunction with six colleagues, to make observations at a high altitude. They 
will scale the glaciers near the coast, where the hard snowy plains will enable them to 
observe the shore formation, until the spring, when they will make for the North Pole. 


The product of the Ontario mine, Park City, Utah, last year, was 985,231.40 ounces of 

silver, which sold for $1,025,369.37. The ore sales amounted to 11,250 tons, which yielded 
3,204,578 pounds of lead, 801,611.62 ounces of silver, and 1,090.75 ounces of gold, all of 
which sold for $686,999.62. The amount of ore used at the mill was 25,000 tons. The 
mine has over thirty miles of underground workings. The machinery, buildings and 
improvements cost $1,457,000. It has produced $24,551,632, and paid out in dividends 
$11,525,000. 
The retirement of George F. Edmunds, of Vermont, from the United States Senate, 
takes place on Nov. 1. His departure from the national legislature causes no regret 
among the lovers of freedom, as will be seen by the following from the Salt Lake Herald: 
„Ws confess to a certain degree of pleasure over the going from the Senate of the old 
fanatic. He has been the unreasonable, vicious and malicious enemy of this territory, 
pursuing this community with a hatred which should have put the evil one himself to 
the blush. His senseless hate has cost Utah many thousands of dollars, has retarded for 
years development and progress, has inflicted untold suffering. upon men, women and 
children, and has sent people to untimely graves. When men shall be judged for their 
deeds in the flesh it will be an awful record which will face George F. Edmunds in his 
heartless persecution of the people of Utah. We are heartily glad that he has gone. 
We are glad that he goes in a way to reflect no credit upon himself, and we hope he will 
never again be in a R W nature can inflict injury upon 
his fellow creatures,” 


— 
* 


280 LArTRR-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


— — 


MONDAY, MAY 4, 1891. 


THE RELIGION OF THE FUTURE. 


Two eminent scholars, Dr. Berner, a professor of Protestantism, and Dr. 
Maybaum, a Jewish rabbi, have caused somewhat of a sensation in relig- 
ious circles in Berlin, by a discussion of what will constitute the religion 
of the future. Of course, they arrive at different conclusions, and as 
neither possesses the prophetic gift, both they and their adherents are as 
much in the dark as at the outset. Dr. Maybaum insists that Judaism 
is to be the future religion of the world, because, he says, Christian 
festivals are dedicated to the adoration of man, and their religion is 
irrational through polytheism.” Other religions, he thinks, are already 
distanced in the race. Dr. Berner, on the other hand, is equally fixed in 
his conviction that what he designates as Christianity will outstrip the 
others in its ultimate adoption by mankind. The rule of faith that is to 
absorb all else he describes as “without the belief in miracles—natural 
science frightens away this phantom. The Christianity of the future 
will be the Christianity which is free from the belief in miracles.” 

What Dr. Maybaum styles the “adoration of man” is the idea that one 
who had taken upon him flesh and blood, as did Jesus of Nazareth, could 
progress to an exalted position such as would entitle Him to claim the 
worship of human-kind; and his “irrational polytheism” is an attack 
upon the doctrine that in addition to God the Father, His Son Jesus 
Christ also enjoys and exercises the powers of a God. Taking what the 
rabbi terms his rational argument, and following it to its logical conclu- 
sion, he sets forth the proposition that the Son could not inherit the 
power and glory of His Father, or the child progress to the estate and 
capabilities of the parent. It is evident that Dr. Maybaum permitted his 
zeal to so far overcome his judgment that he was led into an attempt to 
contravene the most widely known of all natural laws. The absurdity of 
his position is too plain not to be seen, and as it is the sole basis of his 
contention, with its demolition his whole argument must fall. | 

But if Dr. Maybaum has descended to absurdity and irrationalism in 
his eagerness to claim for the present form of Judaism that which it is 
not capable to accomplish, Dr. Berner has made himself still more ridieu- 
lous in heralding as refreshing and nourishing the Dead Sea fruit of a 
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religion that is free from a belief in miracles. Lexicographers define a 
miracle as a derivation from the known laws of nature;” or, in theology, 
“that which is effected by the direct agency of Almighty power.” 

Under the first definition, Dr. Berner’s statement that “ natural science 
frightens away the phantom” of miracles is itself a contradiction of the 
law of progression. The fact is that natural science proves the reason- 
ableness of miracles by explaining in its development the process by 
which they are wrought. They are “a deviation from the known laws of 
nature,” not a violation of existing laws. The transmission of the sound 
of the human, voice by telephone is undoubtedly a miracle to those un- 
acquainted with the means by which it is accomplished. Had the an- 
nouncement, without any explanation, been made fifty years ago that a 
person could stand in a room in his own house and converse in an ordi- 
nary, or even a very loud tone, and be heard with such distinctness that 
his voice could be recognized by another person five hundred miles away, 
even the learned among men would have laughed. to scorn the individual 
making such an assertion, and would have declared the feat to be im- 
possible. Now it is an every day occurrence, and is understood to be in 
perfect accord with natural laws. A hitherto unknown principle has 
been discovered by man, or revealed to him by the Almighty, and its 
application brings a result that is new. Yet the casting out of devils or 
the restoration of sight to the blind by the Lord present no greater 
miracle, so far as natural laws are concerned, than would the telephonic 
transmission of sound have done to the scientists of half a century since, 
if the means of accomplishing it had been entirely concealed from them. 
Their ignorance of the principle by which it was effected would not, how- 
ever, reduce the actual fact to a “phantom,” nor justify them in disre- 

garding this great lesson of the progress of the age: That to renounce a 
belief in miracles is to deny the power to acquire knowledge beyond that 
already possessed; for knowledge is obtained by an effort to comprehend 
those things which are not fully understood. | 

With regard to the theological definition of a miracle—that which is 
effected by the direct agency of Almighty power—the argument of the 
reverend professor is still more illogical, if that can be. To enervate 
the Gospel of the Lord by removing from it the divine power which made 

Jesus the Christ and Redeemer, is the impossible feat which is attempted 
by Dr. Berner, and his effort in this direction shows how foolish men 
become when they reject truth and seek to control and limit the Infinite 
by their finite powers. The professor's doctrine of a Christianity without 
Almighty power is as great a mental aberration as are the vagaries of some 
people of unsound mind, who imagine their bodies to be made of glass, or 
that they are some great figures of history re-incarnated. 

The miracles of the Lord, performed by Himself and through His ser- 
vants, are “deviations from the known laws of nature” among men; they 
were and are “effected by the direct agency of Almighty power.” But 
they do not contravene the laws of nature. The miraculous healings are 
effected through a more powerful application of the recuperative forces 
in nature than could be made by those who do not control or comprehend 
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the means of uniting and applying those forces. The same principle is 
true with regard to all the miracles—they were effected by the power of 
God, through His superior knowledge of the laws that operate to secure 
the desired result. It is the same power which makes the Gospel effective 
to salvation. Remove the power to perform miracles, and the ability to 
save is removed. That which remains is not even the casket after the 
spirit of life has fled; it is the phantom which natural science frightens 
away. There is no Christianity where the belief in and power to per- 
form miracles do not exist. 

The religion of the future is the Christianity of Christ Jesus. It in- 
cludes not only a belief in miracles, but the actual working of them, its 


great accomplishment in this line being the salvation from sin wrought 


out for man through the Gospel—the power of God. It will not and can- 
not be “free from the belief in miracles,” but will supplant and survive 
all other systems for the very reason that it is maintained by miracles— 


by that which is effected by the direct agency of Almighty power. Its 


authority, laws and ordinances have been revealed and restored in this 
age through the Prophet Joseph Smith, who was chosen by the Lord to 
be the first Apostle in this dispensation. J. H. A. 


ARRIVALS.—On Monday, April 27, the Guion steamship Arizona arrived 
in Liverpool, having on board the following Elders for the British 
Mission: | 

William Reading, Providence; John Bench, John Deakin, S. J. Jep- 
pesen, Moses Thatcher, Jr., Logan; E. T. Ashton, Rodney Hillam, Jr., 
Salt Lake City; George W. Godfrey, South Cottonwood; Nephi J. Han- 
sen, Sugar House Ward; Fred. H. Ottley, Union; H. W. Woolley, Grants- 
ville; Samuel Lee, Robert McLaws, Wm. C. Isgreen, Tooele; Thomas G. 
Humphrey, Salina; Joseph H. Wild, Coalville; George M. Smith, Lake 
View, Utah. 

On the same vessel were Brother Geo. B. Martin, of Brighton, and 
David Reese, wife and son, of Logan, on a visit. ä 


APPOINTMENTS.—Elders William Reading and John Bench are appointed 
to labor as Traveling Elders in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elders E. T. Ashton, Wm. C. Isgreen and Joseph H. Wild are appointed 
to labor as Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference. 

Elders John Deakin and George W. Godfrey are appointed to ened as 


Traveling Elders in the Bristol Conference. 


Elder Nephi J. Hansen is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in the 
Newcastle Conference. 
_ Elders S. J. Jeppesen and Moses Thatcher, Jr., are e e to lew 


as Traveling Elders in the Nottingham Conference. 


Elder Fred. H. Ottley is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in * 
Norwich Conference. 

Elders H. W. Woolley and Thomas d. Humphrey are bee to * 
as Traveling Elders in the Manchester Conference. 

Elder Samuel Lee is appointed to labor as “Traveling. ‘Elder in the 
London Conference. 
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Elder Robert MeLaws and George M. Smith are appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the Scottish Conference. 

Elder Rodney Hillam, Jr., is appointed to labor as Traveling Elder in 
the Leeds Conference. 


— — 


AT THE FUNERAL OF PRESIDENT WELLS. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 271.] 
THE Tabernacle Choir sang the hymn beginning, O my Father, Thou 
that dwellest,” after which the congregation was addressed by 
PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON, 
who said: I will read a portion of section 76 of the book of Doctrine and 
Covenants: | 


And again, we bear record, for we saw and heard, and this is the testi- 
mony of the Gospel of Christ concerning them who come forth in the 
resurrection of the just; 

They are they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on His 
name and were baptized after the manner of His burial, being buried in 
the water in His name, and this according to the commandment which 
He has piven, 

That by keeping the commandments. they be washed and cleansed 
from all their sins, and receive the Holy Spirit by the laying on the hands 
of him who is ordained and sealed unto this 1 

And who overcome by faith, and are sealed by the Holy Spirit of prom- 
ise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true. 

. They are they who are the church of the First Born. 

They are they into whose hands the Father has given all things. 

They are they who are Priests and Kings, who have received of His ful- 
ness and of His glory, | 4 

And are Priests of the Most High, after the order of Melchisedec, which 
=e 28 the order of Enoch, which was after the order of the Only Be- 
gotten Son; 

Wherefore, as it is written, they are Gods, even the sons of God. 

Wherefore all things are theirs, whether life or death, or things present, 
or things to come, all are theirs and they are Christ's and Christ is God's. 

erefore let no man glory in man, but rather let him glory in God, 
who shall subdue all A under his feet. 

These shall dwell in the presence of God and His Christ for ever and 
ever. 

are they whom He shall bring with a when He shall come in 
the clouds of heaven, to 27 5 on the earth over His people. : 

These are they who shall have part in the first resurrection. 

These are they who shall come forth in the resurrection of the just. 

These are they who are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of the 
living God, the heavenly place, the holiest of all. ; 

These are they who have come to an innumerable company oS angels, to 
N assembly aud church of Enoch, and of the First Born. 

These are they whose names are written in heaven, where God and 
Christ are the judge of all. 

These are they who are just men made perfect through Jesus the Media- 
tor of the new covenant, who wrought out this perfect atonement through 
the shedding of His own blood. 

These are they whose bodies are celestial, whose glory is that of the 
- gun, even the glory of the highest of all, whose glory the sun of the 


firmament is written of as typical. 


— 


984 LATTER-DAY S3AINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


In the words that I have read in your hearing is fully described the 
future of this our beloved brother whose remains are before us. We have 
it in the language of the Son of God Himself, and in that description we 
can perceive some of the glory that God has in store for those who are 
faithful, who have fought the good fight of faith. In coming here to-day 
I would much rather have sat still and listened to others. Language 
seems to be inadequate to convey the thoughts that now fill my heart. 
At times silence is the greatest eloquence; though it would not be right 
or appropriate on such an occasion for all to remain silent. We owe it to 
the memory of our departed friend and brother that we should give ex- 
pression to the feelings of our hearts concerning his labors and his life. 
We owe it to those who live, that we should give utterance also to our 
estimate of his character, that the lesson of his life may not be lost upon 
those whom he has left behind, but that they may feel encouraged to 
emulate his deeds, the purity of his character, the grandeur of the princi- 
ples which animated him in his mortal career. ? 

Brother Wells was a mortal man; therefore, like all of us, he had his 
weaknesses. But with these failings, there were many traits indicating 
great strength of character. He was a man who left his impress upon his 
associates and upon society, and I feel that the world is the better because 
Daniel H. Wells lived in it. I feel that humanity has been uplifted by 
his works, by his example, by his whole life ever since he became acquain- 
ted with the truth. He has not lived in vain. Look at him from what- 
ever standpoint you may, you will find something to admire in the man. 
If there was one characteristic he possessed more prominent than another, 
it was fidelity. He was true to his God; he was ready to lay down his 
life at any time for that which he conceived to be right. I do not sup- 
pose that a more perfect man, so far as physical bravery is concerned, was 
to be found anywhere. He had unflinching valor, not only physical, but 
also that higher and rarer quality, moral courage. He possessed these 
elements to a remarkable degree. He was true to God, true to his relig- 
ion, and true to his fellowmen. 

We are noted, as a people, for the strength of our friendship toward 
each other, and in this regard Brother Wells stood out conspicuously. 
He never deserted his friends. The more they were assailed, and the 
more unfavorably they were talked about, the closer he clung to them. 
He carried this, indeed, into all the relations of life. He was a man faith- 
ful to his brethren, faithful to those who were humble, and whom he 
might have ignored had he chosen. Then, again, his love for his family 
was beyond expression. 

President Wells, in his boyhood, did not have the chained for education 
which young men now possess. He was born at a time when educational 
facilities were not such as they are now. But he was a student all his 
life, a great reader, a man of strong intellect. He did not read superfi 
cially, however, neither did he adopt the views of writers unless his own 
judgment approved of that which they said. He was an independent 
thinker in this respect, and possessed literary ability in a marked degree. 
Years ago Dr. Bernhisel and myself exchanged views about Brother Wells, 
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when he was in the habit of writing papers which were not credited to 
him, but which, nevertheless were the emanations of his pen. Dr. Bern- 
hisel used then to observe how extraordinary it was that one having had 
so few educational advantages was able to prepare such masterly docu- 
ments as he did. I have been similarly struck myself. As a speaker he 
was not so strong as he was asa writer, and yet how often has it been 
said that the reports of his discourses always formed delightful reading. 
He conveyed his thoughts tersely and lucidly. Every one who read his 
discourses was pleased with them; the matter was far better than the 
manner of delivery. Brother Wells was a man of great intellect, there- 
fore a man of power among his fellows. As to his future we need have no 
concern, though his death has neh us sadness, because we have been 
deprived of his society. 

He had been a sufferer for some time. We had felt for some years that 
he might pass away at almost any time. When he was on his last Euro- 
pean mission, word came frequently respecting the precarious condition 
of his health. It was this, in fact, which hastened his release, it being 
thought that unless he returned, he would perhaps die away from home. 
And when he did return he was quite feeble. : 

[ro BE CONTINUED. } 


NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


Minutes of the Nottingham Conference, held at the Temperance Hall, 
St. Anne Street, Sunday, April 12, 1891. The following missionaries were 
present: Elder James H. Anderson, of the Liverpool office; Joseph E. 
Creer, President of, and George V. Stevenson, Charles W. Booth, W. H. 
Young, Benoni S. Hunt, Joseph Newbold, Thomas H. Blackburn, C. J. 
Mortensen, Smith W. Robertson and George T. Mumford, Traveling 
Elders in the Nottingham Conference; James Evans, President of, and 
Thomas Wheatley, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield Conference; and Sam- 
uel W. Western, President of the Birmingham Conference. 

10a.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Evans. Singing. 

President Creer said he was pleased to meet again in Conference with 
the Saints, and to see present so many who had accepted the principles of 
truth. 

Elder. Wheatley. testified that the 8 as = that by the Latter-day 
Saints was not a new one, but the same that was taught by the Savior 
and His Apostles, the first principles of which are faith, repentance, 
baptism, and the laying on of hands for the Holy Ghost. He exhorted 
all to search the scriptures and learn the truth. - 

Elder Robertson said he knew he was on the Lord’s errand. He felt 
thankful that he had been counted worthy to be an ambassador of the 
Gospel. He bore his testimony to its truth as taught by the Latter-day 
Saints, and felt desirous of pressing forward in the good work. . 

Elder Hunt was thankful for the privilege of bearing his testimony to 
the power of God unto salvation unto all that obey it. | 
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President Creer then read the financial and statistical reports for the 
six months ending March 31, 1891. The latter report showed that there 


were in the conference 10 Seventies, 43 Elders, 12 Priests, 11 Teachers, 


11 Deacons, and 230 members; total officers and members 317. There had 


been 6 baptisms; 8 over eight years old and 2 under had emigrated; 


3 were received, 7 removed, and 7 excommunicated; there had been 7 
deaths, and 2 re-baptisms. A summarized report of the labor performed 
since the conference held Oct. 5, 1890, was also read. It showed that 515 
regular, 6 out-door, 35 council, and 20 cottage meetings had been held; 


also, 23 Mutual Improvement Association, 45 Relief Society, and 92 Sun- 


day School sessions; and that 51,252 tracts had been distributed; 22 Books 
of Mormon had been sold and’8 given away; 289 copies of the Voice of 
Warning had been sold and 22 given away; 20 Hymn Books, 7 Catechisms, 
6 Ready References, 7 Pearl of Great Price, 4 Doctrine and Covenants, 
2 Key to Theology, 1 Orson Pratt's Works, 1 Compendium and 1 Spencer's 
Letters were also sold. 

Elder Mortensen said he realized that he was responsible for the doc- 
trines he taught, therefore he desired the Spirit of the Lord to aid him at 
all times. Men had their free agency to do good or evil; the tempter was 
always on hand to lead them astray, and it required a constant watch on 
the part of all, that they might not fall by the wayside. There was only 
one way to be saved, and that was by obeying the commands of the 
Savior. 

Singing. Benediction by Elder Young. 

2p.m. After the opening services, the Sacrament was administered by 
Elders G. V. Stevenson and Chas. W. Booth. 

Elder Blackburn addressed the congregation. He said he was thankful 
for the privilege of being an ambassador of truth and of living in the day 
when the Lord had again spoken from heaven and restored the everlasting 
Gospel to mankind, and that he had been blessed with a knowledge of the 
same. He knew it would save the people if they would obey it. 

President Creer then presented the general and local authorities of the 
Church, who were unanimously sustained. President Creer having been 
released from his labors to return home, Elder Newbold was eee 
sustained as President of the Nottingham Conference. 

President Newbold said he took great pleasure in advocating the princi- 
ples of the Gospel, which were worth everything to us. He spoke on the 
necessity of living so as to have the Spirit of the Lord with us at all 
times. He pointed out the fact that it was a scriptural doctrine that 
revelation from God was necessary, and would be wherever the Church of 
God existed. The angel spoken of in Revelations xiv: 6 had come and 
delivered the Gospel to man in this age, the Prophet J joseph Smith being 
the honored instrument in the hands of God of organizing the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, which taught the Gospel that would 
save mankind if they would obey it. 

Elder Anderson said the Latter-day Saint Elders had Wend divine 
authority to preach the Gospel, which had been restored in this dispensa- 
tion, preparatory to the ushering in of the Millennium. He spoke upon 


; 
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the principles and ordinances that were necessary for admission into the 
Church of Christ, which were the same as taught by the Lord and His 
Apostles anciently, as borne witness to in the Bible. 

Benediction by Elder Western. 

6p.m. Singing. Prayer by Elder Stevenson. Singing. 

Elder Anderson said the Latter-day Saints believe in and teach the 
doctrines which were taught by our Savior and His Apostles, and reports 
to the contrary were misrepresentations. He then read a portion of the 
first chapter of St. Mark, and delivered a discourse on the first principles of 
the Gospel, which was accompanied by the Spirit of God, and was listened 
to with much attention both by Saints and strangers, of whom there were 
quite a number present. 

President Creer said it gave him pleasure to add his testimony to those 
already borne by the Elders. He said it was a little over two years since 
he Jeft his home to bring the glad tidings of the Gospel to the people, and he 
felt thankful that he had been called to this labor of love in trying to win 
souls to Christ. He still had a desire to labor for the spread of the Gos- 
pel, realizing, as the Savior had said, that they who endure to the end shall 
be saved. Elder Creer expressed his gratitude to the Saints for the many 

acts of kindness which they had extended to him during his labors. | 

Elder Western bore his testimony to the truth of the message of the 
Latter-day Saints, and to the remarks of the brethren at this conference. 
He knew that the Gospel as taught by the Saints were the same as was 
taught by the Savior, and would save all mankind i in the presence oe the 
Father, if they would obey it. . 


Singing. Benediction by Elder Booth. 
H. Buacksurn, Clerk of Conference. 


UTAH NEWS. 


| (Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

On April 4,a thirteen-year old son of (‘harles J ohnson, of Price, Emery County, was 
thrown from a horse and dragged to death. 
Eight hundred children took part in the Arbor Day exercises at Provo on April 10, 

and 250 trees were planted on the central school grounds. 

E. B. Critchelow has resigned the position of assistant U. S. district attorney for 
Utah, and F. B. Stephens has been appointed to the office. 

President Harrison is to be in Salt Lake City on May 9. His stay will be limited to 
one day, as he is hastening back to Washington to attend to offieial duties. 

There has been another change in the Union Pacific management, general manager 
Holcomb retiring, and E. E. Dickinson assuming the duties of the position. 

Silver has been discovered near Paria Creek, about five miles southeast of Cannonville, 
Garfield County, and also at Lower Pahreah settlement. ‘There is a rush of miners and 
prospectors into that part of the country. 

Sam Small is president of the Methodist University at Oden. J. Wesley Hill is one 
of the directors, and has charged Small with dishonesty. At latest accounts the two 
reverends were about 3000 miles apart—one in Philadelphia and the other in Ogden—and 
were calling each other very bad names through the newspapers. 
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